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Academic college named for Brooks family
Across Campus
An academic college at Grand Valley was 
named on March 30 in honor of Holland resi-
dents Jim and Donna Brooks and their family, 
recognizing their longtime commitment to 
Grand Valley and West Michigan. 
Signage for the Brooks College of 
Interdisciplinary Studies was unveiled during 
the event. Donna Brooks, former member and 
chair of Grand Valley’s Board of Trustees, said 
she and her family are deeply honored to have 
the college named for them.
“This is a college that embodies 
the values and ideals that we as a 
family embrace,” she said. “There 
has been so much growth over the 
time we’ve been associated with 
Grand Valley but one thing is the 
same — the Grand Valley culture 
has remained the same and it still 
holds that small-college feel.”
Wendy Wenner, dean of COIS, 
said the college’s mission of 
innovation and leadership fits 
well with its new namesake. “It’s 
a perfect fit for the work that 
the Brooks family has done in 
our community,” Wenner said. 
The College of Interdisciplinary 
Studies was established in 2004; it 
houses a variety of academic pro-
grams such as International Area 
Studies, Liberal Studies, Meijer 
Honors College, and Women and Gender 
Studies. It also offers university-wide pro-
grams such as the Padnos International Center, 
Continuing Education, Integrative Learning, 
and the Sustainable Community Development 
Initiative.   
Jim Brooks said the college educates stu-
dents who will be at the forefront of helping 
to improve the area’s economy. “For West 
Michigan to prosper in these challenging times, 
we need people from different disciplines and 
views to collaborate on innovative solutions 
that meet the world’s rapidly changing needs,” 
he said.
Donna Brooks served as a member of the Grand 
Valley Board of Trustees from 1993-2009, and as 
board chair from 1997-2001 and 2006-2007. Jim 
Brooks is a managing partner of Brooks Capital 
Management and a partner in Investment 
Property Associates. He is the founding chair of 
the West Michigan Strategic Alliance.
The Brookses are current co-chairs of the uni-
versity’s comprehensive campaign, Shaping 
Our Future; and vice chairs of the Grand Valley 
University Foundation.
Crawley named  
ACE Fellow
William Crawley, associ-
ate dean of the College of 
Community and Public 
Service, has been named 
an American Council 
on Education Fellow for 
2010-11. Forty-six fel-
lows, nominated by the 
presidents or chancellors 
of their institutions, were 
selected following a rigor-
ous application process.
The ACE Fellows Program is designed to 
strengthen institutions and leadership in higher 
education. Fellows attend three week-long 
retreats on higher education to enhance their 
knowledge about the challenges and opportuni-
ties confronting higher education.
“This ACE Fellowship provides an opportunity 
to immerse myself in the culture, policies and 
decision-making processes of another institu-
tion, thereafter returning to Grand Valley with a 
fresh perspective and new ideas,” said Crawley. 
“One of my objectives will be to observe the 
leadership styles of the individuals in each 
major administrative division, their effective-
ness and how they interact with one another in 
support of the university’s mission and values.”
Grand Valley mourns 
death of former athletic 
director
George MacDonald, professor emeritus of phys-
ical education and recreation, died March 30. 
He was 87. MacDonald came to Grand Valley 
in 1974 
and retired 
in 1989. 
During 
that time, 
he served 
as athletic 
director 
from 
1976-1989 
and was 
involved 
with the 
construc-
tion and renovation of many of the athletic 
facilities, including Lubbers Stadium and the 
Fieldhouse.
He was honored by the Great Lakes 
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference in 1988, 
continues on page 2
Photo by Amanda Pitts 
Donna Brooks addresses the audience at the naming of the College of 
Interdisciplinary Studies event on March 30. 
Former athletic director and faculty 
member George MacDonald died at 
age 87.
William Crawley
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receiving the first Tom Donahue Award in recognition of his contribution 
to the advancement of athletics within the GLIAC. University Counsel 
Tom Butcher worked closely with MacDonald during that time. Butcher 
called MacDonald a “consummate gentleman who set the tone through-
out the athletic department for sportsmanship.”
“He was always asking what was best for the students,” Butcher said. 
“George was respected by all who came in contact with him and was 
known for running a clean athletic program.”
In addition to his work as athletic director, MacDonald was a professor 
and chair of the Physical Education and Therapeutic departments and 
also served as assistant dean in the College of Science and Mathematics. 
Grant writers and recipients honored
The 5th annual Grants on the Grand ceremony, recognizing faculty and 
staff members who write grants and receive external funding for their 
scholarly endeavors, was held March 24 at the Eberhard Center.
Megan Cantwell, a consultant to the Grants Resource Center of the 
American Association of State Colleges and Universities in Washington, 
D.C., served as the guest speaker. “In my visits to Grand Valley, I have 
found the faculty and staff to be energetic and innovative in their abil-
ity to forge connections between local needs and national priorities, and 
between their personal research goals and their students’ learning experi-
ences,” Cantwell said.
In 2009, Grand Valley researchers engaged in 99 research projects worth 
approximately $17 million in grant funding. In fiscal 2008, there were 87 
projects worth $15.7 million. 
Projects included a three-year, $195,133 grant from the National Institutes 
of Health to the chemistry department to support investigations of the 
role of key active site residues of two class D lactamases; and a $86,597 
grant from the Michigan Commission on Law Enforcement Standards 
to the West Michigan Criminal Justice Training Consortium to give law 
enforcement personnel additional training.
Pre-order anniversary book  
through April
Secure your copy of Grand Valley Celebrates 
50 Years of Shaping Lives, the university’s 
commemorative 50th anniversary book, by 
placing a pre-order today. 
The hardcover book is $19.95. Those who 
pre-order will receive a free gift, a com-
memorative bookmark will be included with 
all orders placed before May 1. 
Visit www.gvsu.edu/forum50book to pre-order a copy, or for more infor-
mation. Save on shipping charges by placing an order to hold a book at the 
Allendale or DeVos Center bookstores.
GVFaces
Valerie Jones, assistant 
director, Student Life
As a West Michigan native, Valerie Jones 
spent a few years working in Miami, Florida, 
before moving back to Michigan in 2008 to 
become the assistant director of student life.  
Jones explained that her position involves 
two main components: providing oversight 
to the Community Service Learning Center, 
and directing Laker Leadership programs 
and initiatives. She leads staff members and 
students who coordinate campus-wide service 
opportunities and leadership programs such as 
Make a Difference Day, National Day of Service, 
and Leadership Summit, a statewide annual 
leadership conference hosted by Grand Valley.  
Jones also serves as a resource for more 
than 40 service and advocacy groups and is 
the direct advisor of several organizations 
such as Alternative Breaks, Habitat for 
Humanity, and Omicron Delta Kappa 
national leadership honor society.
Another aspect of Jones’ position revolves 
around engaging faculty members in service 
learning and working with the Presidential 
Service Learning Scholars to provide 
recommendations for academic service 
learning initiatives.
Jones graduated 
from Central 
Michigan 
University, earning 
a bachelor’s degree 
in interpersonal 
and public 
communication. She 
earned a master’s 
degree from 
Grand Valley in 
education, with an 
emphasis in college 
student affairs leadership. During that 
time, she also served as a graduate 
assistant in the Office of Student Life. 
She said the most enjoyable part about her job 
is interacting with students. “The students I 
work with have a genuine passion for changing 
the world,” said Jones. “This job provides 
me the opportunity to empower students to 
become active citizens and leaders, which 
is another reason why I enjoy it so much.”
Jones volunteers for the Grand Rapids 
Jaycees and other organizations. She 
is a new homeowner, which she said 
takes up most of her free time. 
Valerie Jones
Cesar Chavez march
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Students, faculty and staff members walk across campus 
during the silent march to honor labor organizer and civil rights 
leader Cesar Chavez on March 31. The march was followed by a 
presentation in the Cook-DeWitt Center.
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April is month of 
young child
The Children’s Enrichment Center has 
planned numerous events throughout April 
to celebrate the Month of the Young Child.
Director Sharalle Arnold said events include 
a presentation of pennies to author Greg 
Mortenson, author of Three Cups of Tea, 
on April 6; and an annual art show.
The art show and reception is set for April 
21, noon, in the Kirkhof Center, room 2263. 
Enjoy refreshments while looking at artwork 
created by students at the Enrichment 
Center. RSVP for the art show by sending 
an e-mail to Arnold at arnoldsh@gvsu.
edu , or calling x15437, by April 16.
Reading room to be 
named for Seeger
A reading room 
in the Niemeyer 
Learning and 
Living Center 
will be dedicated 
for a former 
dean of Advising 
Resources and 
Special Programs.
The room on 
the second floor 
of the Frederik 
Meijer Honors 
College will be 
named for Mary 
A. Seeger, former 
dean of ARSP 
and professor 
emerita of Modern Languages and Literatures, 
at 4 p.m. on Monday, April 5. Seeger was 
the first coordinator of the honors program 
when it was established in 1973. 
Remarks will begin at 4:15 p.m., followed by 
a reception. For more information, call the 
College of Interdisciplinary Studies at x18655.
Seidman College hosts 
financial reform lecture
The Seidman College of Business will host 
a breakfast lecture addressing the current 
issue of the effectiveness of financial reforms 
in the wake of the recent economic crisis.
“Financial Crisis and Proposed Regulatory 
Reform” will be held Tuesday, April 6, from 
7:30-9:30 a.m. in Loosemore Auditorium. 
Sridhar Sundaram, chair of the finance 
department, will serve as moderator. 
Panelists include Dan Giedeman, associate 
professor; Harvey Koning, partner at 
Varnum LLC; Arthur C. Johnson, CEO of 
United Bank of Michigan and chair of the 
American Bankers Association 2009-10; 
and Ronald Kruszewski, chairman of the 
board and president, Stifel Nicolaus.
The breakfast is free and open to the public, 
but registration is required. For more 
information or to register, visit www.gvsu.
edu/business/events or call x17100.
Higher education 
officials participate in 
Rapid Growth panel
Rapid Growth will host a panel of area 
higher education officials to discuss “Higher 
Ed, Stronger Economy,” during an event 
at Wealthy Theatre in Grand Rapids.
The event, set for Tuesday, April 6, will start 
at 4:45 p.m. with a networking opportunity, 
followed by the discussion at 5:15 p.m. Panelists 
will discuss the role of colleges and universities 
in West Michigan and plans for the future. 
The event is free and open to the public.
Participants include Matt McLogan, GVSU 
vice president for University Relations; Steven 
Enders, president of Grand Rapids Community 
College; Oliver Evans, president of Kendall 
College; Nelson Miller, associate dean of 
Cooley Law School, Grand Rapids Campus; 
and Jerry Kooiman, assistant dean for external 
relations, MSU College of Human Medicine.
For more information, contact Jeff Hill 
at jeff@rapidgrowthmedia.com . 
Film festival highlights 
Latin American culture 
The Department of Latin American Studies 
is among sponsors hosting a Latin American 
Film Festival, which will run April 8-10 at 
Wealthy Theatre in Grand Rapids. The two-
day event is free and open to the public.
A lecture, “Moving Images, Crossing 
Borders,” by Marvin D’Lugo, a professor 
from Clark University, will take place at the 
theater on Saturday, April 10, at 3 p.m.
Other sponsors include Calvin College, Aquinas 
College, Wealthy Theatre and West Michigan’s 
International Film Series, Chiaroscuro.
To view a complete list of films 
visit www.gvsu.edu/las . 
Conference for women 
students will build 
leadership skills
Grand Valley will host a conference in 
April geared toward providing women 
students with mentoring opportunities and 
tools to be successful in the workforce.
“Young Women, Strong Leaders” is scheduled 
for April 9 in the Kirkhof Center. It is 
sponsored by the Michigan ACE Women’s 
Network, Michigan Women’s Commission, 
Michigan State University Women’s Resource 
Center, Michigan Department of Education, 
Office of Career and Technical Preparation, and 
the U.S. Department of Labor, Women’s Bureau.
The keynote speaker is Allendra Letsome, vice 
president for the National Organization of 
Women. State Rep. Mary Valentine, D-Norton 
Shores, will also give remarks. Cost to attend 
is $25, which includes lunch and materials. 
To register, visit www.wrc.msu.edu/
ywsl.php . For more information contact 
Ashley Nickels, at the Women’s Center, 
x12748 or nickelas@gvsu.edu .
‘Rhinoceros’ continues 
performances
Theater at Grand Valley gives a modern 
twist to its production of Eugène 
Ionesco’s classic “Rhinoceros.”
Performances continue Thursday-
Saturday, April 8-10, at 7:30 p.m., and 
Sunday, April 11, at 2 p.m. All performances 
are in the Louis Armstrong Theatre, 
in the Performing Arts Center. 
Directed by Roger Ellis, professor of 
communications, the production steps 
out of the 1940s French village of the 
original setting, into contemporary 
America complete with a hip waitress on 
roller skates. Ionesco’s commentary on 
the rise of Fascism is transformed into a 
contemporary look at corporate takeovers 
and the global dependence on technology.
Tickets $6-12, are available at the box office, 
Monday-Friday, from noon-5 p.m., online at 
Startickets.com, by calling (616) 222-4000 or 
1-800-585-3737, or with a ticket order form 
available at www.gvsu.edu/theatre . For more 
information please call (616) 331-2300.
Spring pow wow set 
for Fieldhouse
Grand Valley’s annual Spring Pow Wow will be 
held Saturday and Sunday, April 10 and 11, in 
the Fieldhouse. The event is sponsored by the 
Native American Student Association, Inclusion 
and Equity Division, and School of Social Work.
The event, open from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
both days, is free and open to the public. 
Activities include grand entries, feast, silent 
auction and showing of Native American 
arts and crafts. For more information, 
contact Dee Ann Sherwood Bosworth at 
sherwood@gvsu.edu , or call x15034. 
Irwin Fund Golf 
Outing scheduled
The 38th Annual Irwin Athletic Fund 
Golf Outing and Social is scheduled for 
Thursday, June 3, at the Meadows.
Registration times are 6:30 a.m. and noon. 
Teams of four can choose a morning (7:30 
a.m.) or afternoon (1:30 p.m.) tee time. Cost for 
faculty and staff members is $100 for 18 holes.
Proceeds from the scramble benefit the 
Charles H. Irwin Athletic Fund. A continental 
breakfast will be served at 6:30 a.m., and 
lunch will be at 12:30 p.m. Guests can attend 
the luncheon only for $25. A cash bar and 
hors d’oeuvres are planned at 6:30 p.m.
Register online at www.gvsu.edu/athletics/
irwingolf; the deadline to register is 
 May 26. Questions can be directed to  
Janine Freeman at x12330.
What’s Ahead
A reading room in the 
Niemeyer Center will be 
named for Mary Seeger 
Monday.
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General Events
Mon., April 5
Noon: Counseling Center hosts “This 
Emotional Life.” 113 CHS. Call x13266 for 
more information.
Tues., April 6
10 a.m.: Hauenstein Center Event: 
“Leadership Workshop: Goal Setting, 
Action Planning.” 2215 KC. Call x12770 for 
more information. 
11:30 a.m.: Padnos International Center 
hosts “Hinduism and its Relation to other 
Religions in India,” by K. Srinivas. 2204 
KC. Call x13898 for more information.
5 p.m.: Music Department Lecture and Recital 
by Massimiliano Chiappinelli, piano. 
Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall, PAC. 
Call x13484 for more information. 
7 p.m.: Community Reading Project hosts 
Conversation with Greg Mortenson, author 
of Three Cups of Tea. FH. Call x18655 for 
more information. 
Wed., April 7
8 a.m.: Hauenstein Center Event: “Grand 
Valley Summit on Sustainability.” 
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call x12770 
for more information. 
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 1142 KC. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more 
information. 
Noon: Arts at Noon Series presents GVSU 
Chamber Players. CDC. Call x13484 for 
more information. 
2:30-4:30 p.m.: Laker Lore Audiotaping. 
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/lakerlore for more information. 
8 p.m.: Guest Artist Series presents Jane 
Beament, piano. Sherman Van Solkema 
Recital Hall, PAC. Call x13484 for more 
information. 
Thurs., April 8
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. 
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more informa-
tion.  
Noon-5 p.m.: Laker Lore Audiotaping. 1140 
KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/lakerlore for more 
information. 
1 p.m.: Health and Wellness Seminar: “How 
to Retire Happy and Informed.” University 
Club Room, DEV. Call x12215 for more 
information. 
1:45 p.m.: ARSP Webinar, “Breaking Bad News 
Delivery Techniques.” 2215/2216 KC. To 
register visit www.gvsu.edu/seminars, click 
on “Student Advising Webinars.”
4 p.m.: GVSU Writer’s Series presents Gayle 
Brandeis. 2263 KC. Call x13601 for more 
information. 
7 p.m.: College of Interdisciplinary Studies 
hosts “The Holocaust: Myths and 
Misconceptions,” by Peter Haynes. 
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call x18655 
for more information. 
7:30 p.m.: Theater Performance, “Rhinoceros.” 
LAT, PAC. Call x12300 for more informa-
tion. 
8 p.m.: Music Performance by Trombone 
Ensemble. CDC. Call x13484 for more 
information. 
Fri., April 9
11 a.m.: College of Interdisciplinary Studies 
hosts “German Corporate Complicity in 
the Holocaust: Causes and Forms,” by Peter 
Haynes. 2204 KC. Call x18655 for more 
information. 
3:30 p.m.: Evolution for Everyone Lecture: 
“Races, Ecotypes, Subspecies or Nothing at 
All: The Biology of Human Populations,” by 
Patrick Thorpe. 308 PAD. Call x12195 for 
more information. 
3:30 p.m.: Philosophy Colloquium with 
Jacqueline Scott. BLL-110, MAK. Call 
x12114 for more information. 
7:30 p.m.: Theater Performance, “Rhinoceros.” 
LAT, PAC. Call x12300 for information. 
Sat., April 10
11 a.m.: 12th Annual Spring Pow Wow. FH. 
Call x15034 for more information.
7:30 p.m.: Theater Performance, “Rhinoceros.” 
LAT, PAC. Call x12300 for more informa-
tion. 
Sun., April 11
11 a.m.: 12th Annual Spring Pow Wow. FH. 
Call x15034 for more information.
2 p.m.: Theater Performance, “Rhinoceros.” 
LAT, PAC. Call x12300 for more informa-
tion. 
3 p.m.: Music Performance by Early Music 
Ensemble. Sherman Van Solkema Recital 
Hall, PAC. Call x13484 for more informa-
tion. 
Sports
Tues., April 6
2 p.m.: Baseball hosts Saginaw Valley State 
University.
2 p.m.: Tennis hosts Northwood University.
Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Jonathan White, professor of interdisciplin-
ary studies, was interviewed by WJR-AM, 
Associated Press, London Daily Telegraph, and 
Al Jazeera for stories about the Hutaree militia.
Kevin den Dulk, associate professor of politi-
cal science, was interviewed by the Holland 
Sentinel for stories about a panel discussion at 
the Brookings Institution and about his book, 
Disappearing God Gap: Religion’s Role in the 
2008 Presidential Elections and Beyond.
Arthur Campbell, professor of music, was 
featured in a New York Times photograph 
and story about the North/South Chamber 
Orchestra’s anniversary gala, and his clarinet 
performance.
Margo Dill and Karen Meyers, co-directors of 
the Region 12 Michigan Science Olympiad tour-
nament, were interviewed by WOOD-AM for a 
story about the Science Olympiad competition.
Sketches
Mary Schutten, associate dean of the College 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences and professor of 
movement science, and Colleen Lewis, asso-
ciate professor of movement science, gave a 
presentation, “Where have all the Physical 
Educators Gone?” at the American Alliance 
for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and 
Dance conference.
Valerie Rhodes-Sorrelle, senior strategic 
sourcing specialist, was elected as second 
vice president of the National Association of 
Educational Procurement.
Bob Schoofs, arts and humanities librarian, 
wrote an article, “Voice in Teaching,” published 
in College and Research Libraries News.
